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actions outwardly most noble, Louis XV had few-
illusions left. He was a farsighted sceptic, and his
precocity and his intelligence destroyed the spontan-
eity of youth. Since his childhood he had seen
all sorts of things, and had been involved in too
many intrigues and passions. He had learnt to
observe unceasingly, to exercise his critical faculty,
to look after himself and keep himself from harm.
If Mme de Ventadour and Fleury inspired him
with sincere gratitude, nothing was able to take
the place of a mother's understanding.

The sunlight of a great love alone could unfold
the treasures of a sensitive heart; he daydreamed
before the portrait of Marie and looked with a
careful scrutiny at the future. On this union the
course of his life partly depended; everything made
him hopeful. So Villars on 28th May 1725 wrote:
"The king yesterday announced his marriage; and
I assure you that no-one could be brighter nor be
more anxious for the princess* arrival; he has
promised us that he will be a father within ten
months of his marriage." The same historian
adds: "The princess of Poland is nearly twenty-two
years old, handsome and personally attractive;
possessing moreover all the virtue., wit and in-
telligence that could be desired in the wife of a
king who is fifteen and a half years of age."

The Duke gave the Due d'Antin the charge of
going to make the official demand; and Marquis
de Beauvau went off to King Stanislas to settle
the terms of the marriage. Eight ladies from the
palace received orders to set out for Strasbourg